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THE WINN-KARNES FAMILY of WASHINGTON COUNI'Y
by Lyda Winn Pace, granddaughter of Eliza Hancock Winn
: : et

We know very little about the ancestry of our paternal grandmot her.
We know that her maiden name was Hancock, that she had several sisters
and one brother named Addison. We know that she was a courageous woman
with a strong Christian character and that she was a member of the
Methodist church. : lases '

Our father and two uncles have told us many things of interest in
their life in childhood and things about their mother, that wecan
piece togethe'r and make them live again.

" She married our grandfather, James Minor Winn, in 1864, after his
first wife, Nancy Bloyed Winn, died in 1862, His ten children were all
married and gone from home. He owned a large acreage inthe rich valley
of what is now West Fork. The home was in the south part of this farm
and, according to events handed down to us, was on the main road. The
country was sparsely settled, with wilderness all around. He owned a
large number of horses, cattle and sheep. Also a slave woman and two
children, a girl and a boy. s
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- :Dui'ing the war, soldiers came in search: of supplies or anything they

could find that would be of value to them. The slaves were hidden un-
der the floor with a trap door opening. All was goind well and the
soldiers were about to leave, when the boy got curious and pushed the
door up énough to see out. A soldier spied the opening and the boyzwas
taken. They never heard of ‘him again. The mother died soon afterward,
but the girl, Em, was kept in the family and proved a great blessing
to them. e e - g : ' :

The soldiers were also taking several head of horses. Among them was
grandma's favorite. She wert to the soldier leading it, and engaged
him in conversation. Catching him of f guard, she suddenly jerked the
reins from his hand, gave the horse a slap and before the soldier knew
what ‘was happening the horse was gone. :

Qur grandfather died in 1868, leaving her with three small children
and one yet unborn. The children of James Minor Winn and Eliza Hancock
Winn were: : ;
 Martha, born 1865; died 1892
... Walker Robert, born 1866; died Feb. 9, 1948

... George Albright, born March 3, 1867; died Jan. 2, 1932

. James Addison (Jimmie), born April 28, 1869 (four months

""" after the death of his father) :

Grandma had many problems to solve and many harrassing times, as she
supported and cared for her children with only the help of Em. Once a
panther came very close to the house. Grandma put the children under
the feather bed and turned the frantic dogs in the house. The panther
could be seen just outwide, the window, clawing on a log. In desper-
ation Em took chunks of fire on a large shovel and dared go outside
and drive it away. , g _ e






